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The Powers of Congress

In this activity we are going to examine the lawmaking powers of Congress.  In the span of one day, you will move from being Jane/Joe citizen to a member of the U.S. House of Representatives, then a member of the U.S. Senate.

Here’s how it works:

For homework:

As a concerned citizen, you feel that a bill needs to be proposed in one of the following categories:

· Education

· Transportation

· Homeland Security

· Social Services (health, medicine, Social Security, etc.)

· Immigration

· Finance

· Environment

· Other

For next class you need to write a short bill that explains your law and why you think the country needs it.

Then in class, most of the students will be members of the U.S. House of Representatives.  The author of the bill will propose his/her law to the House (student body) and then the House will vote.  If the bill passes in the House, it will move onto the Senate (the remainder of the students) where another vote will take place.

The President (your teacher), then has the ability to sign the bill into law or veto it.

